Submissions for the Next Realization of the International Celestial Reference Frame (ICRF2)
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

To support the work of the IERS/IVS Working Group on The Second Realization of the ICRF (ICRF2) a named ftp area has been set up at the IVS in the so-called ivsmisc area. Any WG member can upload files to this area as well as download files from it. It is the responsibility of the WG members to place the files in the right position and to adhere to a pre-defined naming convention.

Upload/download instructions:

 ftp ivscc.gsfc.nasa.gov
 user: ivsmisc
 password: <please request from IVS Coordinating Center; pswd is identical
 to the one used with ivsincoming on cddis and bkg> 

 asc
 cd ICRF2
 cd catalogs or cd timeseries or cd trf or cd eop
 put <filename>    or     get <filename>
 quit

The current ICRF2 area now has the following structure:

 ICRF2/catalogs/
 ICRF2/eop/
 ICRF2/timeseries/

 ICRF2/trf/

 
"catalogs" holds the catalogs generated for ICRF2 work.
“eop” holds the EOP times series, one file per submission.
"timeseries" holds the source position time series, one file per submission.

“trf” holds the TRF results as SINEX files.

File name convention:

 "catalogs":      aaaNNNQ.cat
                         aaaNNNQ.txt
 "eop":    aaaNNNQ.eop
               aaaNNNQ.txt
 "timeseries":    aaaNNNQ.ts
                          aaaNNNQ.txt

 "trf":      aaaNNNQ.trf
               aaaNNNQ.txt

where:   aaa  = three letter code of the Analysis Center (lower case)
        NNN  = sequence number with leading zeros
        Q    = qualifier (a, b, c, ...) to differentiate various
               solution versions

The sequence number NNN designates the agreed-upon configuration of the
solution.  The qualifier will allow for several versions from a given Analysis Center to achieve the desired configuration.

Each catalog (.cat) and timeseries (.ts) shall be accompanied by a corresponding description file (.txt). The description files shall contain the following:

1. Analyst or Analysis Center name
2. Date and/or name of solution and software
3. Data used, e.g., time interval, types of sessions included or excluded
4. Reference frame:
    Catalogs: e.g., NNR to ICRF-Ext.2 using xxx stable sources
    Time series: e.g., ICRF defining sources NNR to ICRF dividing data
    into three parts
    TRF and EOP: e.g., NNT/NNR to ITRF2005 with reference stations xxx
5. Catalogs: class(es) of non-global sources and how they were handled
6. Total sessions and observations
7. WRMS post-fit residual and reduced chisquared
8. General comments or distinguishing characteristics of the solution, e.g., stations global or arc, modeling, elevation cut-off, minimum numbers of observations per source...

A script will monitor the contents below the ICRF2 level and send a message to the members of the WG when it encounters a new file.

